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New Race chair STEPS IN WITH A NEW ANGLE
Breast Cancer Survivor Proves the Importance of Male Awareness
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Houston, TX (May 16, 2011) – The Houston Affiliate of Susan G. Komen for the Cure® is proud to announce that male breast cancer survivor Allen Wilson will chair the 2011 Komen Houston Race for the Cure, October 1 in downtown Houston.  
The two-time breast cancer survivor has been personally involved with the Komen Houston Race for the Cure® since his first bout with breast cancer in 2003, and hopes to inspire more men to get involved with the organization. Wilson serves on Komen Houston’s Board of Directors, and has run in the race and been on the Pink Honor Roll (top 100 fundraisers) for the past six years and has personally raised over $68,000 for the organization. In 2010, he spoke at the inaugural Komen Race for the Cure® in both Cairo and Jerusalem.
“I have had two surgeries, two chemos, one radiation and I am surviving just fine,” Wilson said. “Being involved with Komen has brought me great personal satisfaction and has allowed me to help many others.  Getting to be the race chair this year is quite an honor, but also exciting and scary.”
In addition to being one of the primary spokespersons for the race, he is also this year’s chair of the corporate fundraising committee.
As an experienced mountain climber, Wilson has made it his tradition to use a Komen ribbon as summit markers for his various climbs. He placed a pink ribbon at the summit of Mt. Kilimanjaro in 2006 and on the central flag at the base camp at Mt. Everest in 2007. 
Wilson and his wife, Lisa, have two sons, Robert and Michael.  He is a partner at GEM Insurance in Houston and is currently preparing for a high-altitude trip to Alaska to climb Denali in 2012. 
Registration is now available for those wishing to participate in the Race. For more information, please visit www.komen-houston.org or call 713-783-9188. 
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About the Houston Affiliate of Susan G. Komen For the Cure®
Nancy G. Brinker promised her dying sister, Susan G. Komen, she would do everything in her power to end breast cancer forever. In 1982 that promise became Susan G. Komen for the Cure®, launching the global breast cancer movement to save lives, empower people, ensure quality for all and energize science to find the cure.  

The Houston Affiliate of Susan G. Komen for the Cure® was established in 1990 to provide innovative breast cancer education, screening and treatment projects for the medically under-served and uninsured in Southeast Texas. In the Affiliate’s 21 year history, it has granted $8 million for research nationally and over $25 million for community grants in Chambers, Brazoria, Fort Bend, Galveston, Harris, Liberty and Montgomery counties. The Affiliate’s granting process ensures the impartial allocation of funds to qualified 501c3 organizations helping countless breast cancer survivors and their families get the treatment and support they need.  

The Houston Affiliate has consistently been ranked number one, among 122 national Komen affiliates for granting the most funds to the community.  Today, the Affiliate has more than 1,500 volunteers committed to its promise.  More information about the 2011 Komen Houston Race for the Cure®, membership, volunteer opportunities, the Young Professional Council and other events are available at www.komen-houston.org, or by calling (713) 783-9188.  
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